
Prayer and Ventilators 
 

This is not a homily, but one of those “pastor’s letters” some priests have in the parish bulletin each week. 

I greatly miss offering Mass with the people of the parish, and look forward to when we can resume. 
 

Suffering is always an opportunity for us to grow in holiness. By asking God to accept our suffering as a 

sacrifice united to the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, we pay for our sins and the sins of others, including 

the souls in purgatory. Being limited in what we can do outside of our homes is a suffering, though not a 

great one; so we can offer it up for our sins. Those who have more time on their hands should definitely 

spend more time in prayer, whether the Rosary, the Bible, a prayer book, or our own words. 
 

During an epidemic people naturally think more about death. Death is, of course inevitable: the question 

is not whether or not we will die someday, but whether or not our souls will be in the state of grace when 

we die. In other words, am I going to heaven or hell? Not that we want to spend much time dwelling on 

the question; rather, we want to make sure we take time every day for the habits that will get us to heaven: 

prayer; the Sacraments, especially Confession; and avoiding sins. 
 

The Rosary with its Hail Marys is a good prayer for this: after the Gospel verses Hail Mary full of grace 

the Lord is with thee, blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, and after 

honoring Mary as Mother of God, we end by asking her to pray for us now and at the hour of our death. 
 

One of the things I don’t think we should dwell on at this time is whether or not we will be on a ventilator 

before we die. I have been a hospital chaplain for 17 years, and it is common for me to hear people say—

of themselves and their loved ones—that they don’t want to be connected to a ventilator, at least not for 

long. So I am finding it a little surprising that one of the biggest media stories in our country right now is 

whether or not we have enough ventilators for everyone who could benefit from their use. 
 

Don’t misunderstand me: if I were to have a health crisis, and my life might be prolonged by being on a 

ventilator for a short time, I hope one is available. More important to me is that one is available for my 

mother if she could benefit from it (she’s 85 years old and is in the midst of chemotherapy treatments). 

But the simple fact is that there certainly are not enough ventilators for everyone in the world who could 

benefit from their use. I know several priests from Africa, and many people in their poor villages don’t 

have access to the medical care—and ventilators—that we have. For that matter, as those who are my age 

and older may recall, widespread use of ventilators in American hospitals only came about in the 1970s. I 

think that is why I am annoyed by what I see as a media panic over the fact that some of us might die 

when our lives could have been prolonged by a ventilator. Outside of Catholic and other religious sources, 

I haven’t seen any media concern that people might die without being in the state of grace. As I said 

above, the question is not whether or not we will die someday, but whether or not our souls will be in the 

state of grace when we die. 
 

During this shelter-in-place order, we should use our time to pray (Love the Lord your God) and to be 

kind and patient to those around us (Love you neighbor as yourself). We should make sure our souls are 

ready for the day God calls us. And we shouldn’t worry about ventilators. 
 

In Christ, 

Fr. Driscoll 
Saturday, March 28, 2020 


